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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, claims 33 - 38 in the reply filed on July 8, 
2009 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that claim 33 is patentable over WO 
00/69985. This is not found persuasive because WO 00/69985 discloses the claimed invention 
as shown by the rejections below. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 33 - 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The phrases "a piece of paper comprising fibers and having a release side fi"ee of a 
structural support layer", "wherein said release material does not form a structural support layer" 

and "wherein a structural support layer is a continuous plastic layer that is capable of having a 
structured pattern plastically formed therein, where the pattern is either completely contained 
within the layer of plastic or the plastic layer is thin enough that the pattern is at least partially 
formed in the paper core as well as the layer of plastic, and the layer of plastic could be separated 
fi"om, or produced separately fi"om, the paper core in one piece" in claim 1 are unclear, which 
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render the claim vague and indefinite. It is unclear fi'om the claim language what the structure 
of the release liner is supposed to be. The language states that the there is not a structural 
support layer, goes onto definite the term structural support layer, but also claims that there is 
release material bonded to the surface of the paper. How can a layer be bonded to the paper 
when it isn't suppose to be there? 

Claims 34 - 38 are also rejected under 25 U.S.C. 1 12 2°'* paragraph due to their 
dependency on the above rejected claim 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 33 - 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 
00/69985. 

WO 00/69985 discloses a structured paper release liner (Page 13, lines 12 - 18) for use 
with an article backed with a pressure sensitive adhesive (Page 13, lines 12 and 13), said liner 
comprising: a piece of paper comprising fibers and having a release side free of a structural 
support layer (Page 13, lines 12 - 19), a back side (Figure 8), and a structured release surface 
having a pattern formed into, so as to deform the fibers of said paper on said release side (Figure 
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8); and a release material bonded to said structured release surface of said paper, wherein said 
release material does not form a structural support layer(Page 13, lines 18 - 22), wherein a 
structural support layer is a continuous plastic layer that is capable of having a structured pattern 
plastically formed therein, where the pattern is either completely contained within the layer of 
plastic or the plastic layer is thin enough that the pattern is at least partially formed in the paper 
core as well as the layer of plastic, and the layer of plastic could be separated from, or produced 
separately from, the paper core in one piece, and wherein the pattern formed in said paper is 
dimensioned so as to form fluid egress channels in a bonding surface of the pressure sensitive 
adhesive (Page 13, lines 12 - 23), when the pressure sensitive adhesive is applied to said 
structured release surface or said structured release surface is forced into the bonding surface of 
the pressure sensitive adhesive, such that the fluid egress channels deflne a structured bonding 
sin-face having exit pathways for at least some of the fluid to bleed out from behind the article 
when the article is adhered to a substrate (Abstract) as in claim 33. With regards to claim 34 the 
pattern comprises a plvirality of outwardly extending protrusions that are sized and shaped so as 
to penetrate and form fluid egress channels in the pressure sensitive adhesive that is applied onto 
said structured release surface (Figure 8; Abstract). For claim 35, the pattem formed in said 
paper on said release side is a contiguous square pyramidal pattem with a shallow angle a of up 
to about 45 degrees (Page 10, lines 10-13). Regarding claim 36, the paper further comprises a 
support material on said back side of said paper (Page 13, lines 14 - 16). As in claim 37, the 
back side of said paper is relatively flat (Figure 8). With regards to claim 38, the structured 
release surface is a microstructured release surface (Abstract). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R. Sample can be reached on (571) 272-1376. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Patricia L. Nordmeyer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



